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  Mr. Chairman, today, I cosponsored an amendment to withdraw the global `gag'   language
from the Foreign Operations Appropriations bill. The language denies   U.S. family planning
funding to any overseas organization that uses its own   non-U.S. funds to provide abortion
services. The family planning dollars   appropriated in this bill are critically important to the
prevention maternal   and child deaths and the continued spread of STDs. Congress should not
make the   allocation of this life saving funding contingent on how a foreign organization  
chooses to spend its own dollars.   
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